
TThhee  FFaaccttss  oonn  EEdduuccaattiioonn  
Does Teaching Quality Make a Difference? 

There is growing consensus that good teaching makes a big difference to students’ learning.  Many studies show that 
the quality of teaching is a key determinant of student schooling experience and attainment, regardless of race, gender 
or socio-economic background.   

Researchers have tried to determine which factors seem to have the largest effect on teaching quality. Among the most 
important: 

• TTeeaacchh eerr  kknn oo wwlleeddggee  aabboo uu tt   ggoo oo dd  tteeaacchh ii nn gg  aann dd  lleeaarrnn ii nn gg  pprraacctt ii cceess  appears to have the strongest and 
most consistent positive effect on student outcomes. 

• AA  ddeeggrreeee  ii nn   tthh ee  ss uu bbjj eecctt  taught is significantly and positively correlated with student attainment and with 
staying in teaching, particularly at the secondary school level. 

• TTeeaacchh eerrss ’’   vveerrbbaall   aabbii ll ii ttyy  aann dd  ll ii tteerraaccyy  lleevveell  have shown some association with higher student 
attainment. 

• CCoo nn tt ii nn uu ii nn gg  pprroo ffeess ss ii oo nn aall   ddeevveelloo ppmm eenn tt  is necessary for improvements in teaching quality, especially 
when there are changes in curriculum, teaching methods, and the student population.    

Other factors seem to have less association with student outcomes: 

• Some studies find that tteeaacchh ii nn gg  eexxppeerrii eenn ccee has a positive effect on effectiveness, especially experience 
gained in the first year of teaching, but the results are not always significant. 

• Studies of tteeaacchh eerr  bbeehh aavvii oo uu rr  aann dd  ppeerrss oo nn aall ii ttyy have yielded inconsistent findings, although in some 
studies there appears to be a positive relationship between student learning and teachers’ ‘flexibility,’ 
‘creativity,’ and ‘adaptability.’ 

• The rreellaatt ii oo nn ss hh ii pp  bbeettwweeeenn   tteeaacchh eerrss   wwii tthh   mm aass tteerr’’ ss   ddeeggrreeee  aann dd  ss ttuu ddeenn tt   oo uu ttccoo mm eess  is weak to non-
existent. 

These findings suggest the following: 

• Teaching requires multiple skills 
• The most important single element that distinguishes more effective teachers is their deeper knowledge about 

pedagogy, that is, how best to support and foster students’ learning.   

For online resources on teacher quality as well as the research references that inform this issue, please visit:  
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You are free to reproduce and distribute this material in any form provided that you reproduce the entire commentary and credit 
to the two sponsors as follows:  

The Facts on Education, (February, 2011). “Does Teaching Quality Make a Difference?” Produced by OISE and CEA.  
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