How should climate change
be taught in schools?
Climate change is one of the most pressing issues we face today, with long-term risks for the environment, the economy,
and the well-being of our societies. As 25% of the world’s population is under 18 years-old, children and youth are
most at risk from climate impacts that will worsen over time. In Canada, almost half of students (46%) in Grades 7 to
12 understand that climate change is human caused, yet don’t believe it can be addressed with current efforts, leading
students to feel hopeless, scared, anxious, and dismissive. School is therefore an ideal place to learn about climate
change and to develop a generation of young people who are equipped to meet this large-scale challenge.
However, challenges to teaching climate change in schools include:
• Some educators feel they have limited knowledge and lack professional development on climate change
education, leading them to avoid teaching it altogether or beyond what’s required by curriculum.
• Schools often focus on climate change within the science curriculum (e.g. learning about impacts on
ecosystems), but neglect to explore broader economic, political, and social impacts.

Here are key tips for educators looking to better integrate climate change education
into classroom teaching:
• Become a co-learner and learn with your students. Begin by connecting to students’ interests and
concerns by asking questions and designing projects around these concerns.
• Connect to local experts (e.g. climate scientists, academics) and organizations to make learning
authentic and meaningful to your specific school community.
• Track national and local climate data (e.g. temperature, precipitation, etc.) to demonstrate how the
climate is changing in real-time.
• Find ways to connect climate change to other subjects beyond science class (e.g. social studies,
mathematics, English).
• Empower youth by focusing on the positive change they can create, rather than framing the issue as
complex and impossible to act on.
• Look at promising practices of how other schools are teaching about and addressing climate change
(e.g. Learning for a Sustainable Future).
• Encourage respectful dialogue when students encounter opinions that are different from their own.
As part of the Paris Agreement on climate change, Canada committed to “enhance climate change education.” Educators
don’t need to be climate change experts. Rather, they can use their positions to go beyond teaching just the facts
in ways that allow students to participate in activities that have real impacts on climate change.

For online resources and references please visit:

www.edcan.ca/facts-on-education
The Facts on Education Series is produced with a generous
sponsorship from the Canadian School Boards Association
and the Desjardins Foundation.
Copyright information: You are free to reproduce and
distribute this material in any form provided that you
reproduce the entire commentary and credit it to the
EdCan Network, the Faculty of Education at Lakehead
University and Learning for a Sustainable Future.

Authors
Dr. Ellen Field, Pam Schwartzberg and
Dr. Paul Berger

TM

