How do we teach students
to identify fake news?
In a “post-truth” era where people are increasingly influenced by their emotions and beliefs over factual information,
fact and fiction can be difficult to distinguish, and fake news can spread rapidly through mainstream media sources
and social networks. Moreover, fake news is often meant to do harm, by tricking us into believing a lie or unfairly
discrediting a person or political movement.
Given this malicious intent, students must learn to approach news and information with a critical eye in order
to identify intentionally misleading sources (although recent studies confirm that this is an uphill battle for both
adults and young people). Teachers therefore play a crucial role in ensuring that their students develop the skills to
decipher the many streams of information available to them.
The following strategies and ideas can help students identify fake news and become critical readers of the
world around them:
• Move beyond traditional – and often ineffective – information evaluation checklists (e.g. RADCAP,
		 CRAAP, and CARS), which fall short when applied to the sophisticated tools and techniques often used to
		 create fake news.
•
		
		
		
		

Prioritize helping students develop investigative techniques where they become familiar with information
verification websites (e.g. FactsCan, Factcheck.org, Snopes, and Hoax Slayer) and tools like Google’s “search by
image” feature or the VerificationHandbook.com resource. Students can also learn about professional fact
checking strategies such as reading laterally, which involves cross-referencing a variety of websites rather than
digging further into the website at hand.

• Teach students to identify bias using tools like a media bias chart, which provides a starting point for them to
		 understand that all sources come from a particular perspective.
•
		
		
		

Bring real-world fake news examples that we encounter everyday into the classroom so that students can
be challenged to apply their skills and techniques to authentic situations, like determining the true origin of a
viral image or video and examining potential catfishers, bots, or trolls in order to better understand the
hallmarks of fake and malicious social media accounts.

Ultimately, in a world where it is increasingly dangerous to simply trust what we read and see, it is critical that
students are taught to approach the world around them with a healthy sense of skepticism to avoid being misled,
duped, or scammed.
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